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Montana Historical Society

As the guardian of our state's memory, we
identify, preserve, and make available the
tangible remains of the past for Montana.

It is our challenge to preserve the physical
and intellectual resources for future
Montana generations and state
government.

Montana Historical Society History (cont.)
1963 Fine arts responsibilities added to Society by the Legislature

1977 Preservalion Office transfered to the Socistv from Fish and
Game

1997 Given oversioht of Montana Heritaoe Commission and Viroinia
and Nevada eity assets by the Legislature

1997 Given oversight of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commission
by the legislature

2003 Oversight of Montana Heritage Commission transfered to
Deoarthent of Commere

2006 SenateArtProject (mandated2003)comploted

2007 Lewis and Clark Biceniennial Commission sunsets

2008 DesignatedSmithsonianAffiliate

2009 Society becomes main host organization for Western Rende4ous
ofArt svent 3
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Montana Historical Sociery

Our Mission

The Montana Historical Society (MHS) exists for the use of
leaming, culture and enjoyment ofthe citizens ol and visitors lo,
the Stato of Montana by:

acquiring, prcseruingand protecting historical records,art,
archives, museum objects,historical places, sites and
monum€nts;

mainlaininga libraryand an historical museumproviding
educational programsnd seruicesforteacheF and the genehl
public, and publishingtha statehistorical magazine and books;

administering preseruatiomnd antiquitiesacts, suppolting
commissionswith slat€ higtotical orientation,and providing
technical assistance toall Montana museums, histolical societies,
preseruationprcgrams and owneF ot historical Esources.

Montana Historical Society History

1E65 Created in Virginia City (oldest of its kind w€st of Mississippi)

1891 Designated a state agency by the State Legislature

1902 Moved into the basement of tha then-new Capitol Building

1949 Board of Trustees expandedt agency redetined by the Legislatul
to currsntformatwith plans for Veterans and Pioneers Memorial
Building begun

1950 First offlcial director hired (K. Ross Toole)

1952 Veterans and Pioneers Memorial Building dedicated



Core Beliefs
. Montana's hislory is a valuable, ireplaceable, cultural resou.ce worlhy of

pres€Nation and sfudy.
. Knowledge otMonlana hislory is a conlinued, lifelong leaming experience and forh

otcivio engagemenl-
. tiistory, art and dlfure help allpeopleio undeEtdd who they are and from w||ee

hey 6me, -

. Teaching Mohtam history in ourschools in atr ehgaging My encounges a life.long
inteaestin Montana's past and fufure.

. The Mohtana storyshould be responsibt told, fo@sing on the long and diveFifed
(and uhfolding) history ofour state and region, and interpreted in a natonal/global
6onten

. Preservaton, appreciation and inves{nentin our history and culfure helps to
promote Montana, and enddles Monbna's ecohomy by addingvalueto producb and
seryices.

. Astohg sense ofcommlnity ls gamered by sharing intergeneBtional expedsces.

' CulfuEl Tourism is an economio ddver for Montana

Partners
Other StateAoencies
Capitol Compl€xAdvisory Council
Off e of Public Instuction
Deparlmentof Commer€- Travel Montana
Dept. ot Fish, Wildlife and Parks (HistodcStat€ Parks)
Montana Heritaga Commission Mrginia and Nevada Cities,

Re€de/sAlley- Helena)

MontanaArls Council

MontanaState LibEry

Private Sector/OtherPartners
Monlana History Foundation(FundEising)
MuseumsAssociationof Montana (Professional)
MontanaArchaeologi€lSociety (Sci€ntifi c)
Montana PEseNalionAllian€ (Advo€cy)
FedeElAgenciesand lo€l govemments
AmedenAssociation of Museums - A@reditation
Smithsonian Museum of Ameri€n History
Tribos/TribalHistoric PEseruitionoffies 11

Historical Society Goals
2013 Biennium

. Increase delivery ofservices and products to rural
Montana towns, museums and libraries and in turn the
communilies' input is gathered regarding ways to
improve services and projects to Montana communities

Currently the Society provides services to every county
in Montana through six programs with unique functions:

Administration
Museum
Education, Outreach,.and Interpretation
Publications
Research
State Historic Preservation Office

Administration - Program 1

DiEctoFOmce vision of lhe Society, liaisonwilh @mmissionq boards,
EGfiEIE-sll6EI-groups, Foundation, d6nor management, tundmising;

Sgg!!iq: provid€s security for artifacts at the Society and prcvid€s
Intomalonlo ue puoilc:

Public Relations perfomsouteachand public relationsfotlhe Society;

U9EI9I9IIS @mmuni€teswilh Society memb€6, suppods the Societys
tEVelrng eduetonal prcgEms, pancpates In ougeacn aqvr!Es:

Historical Society Goals
2013 Biennium

Plan and execute a capital and endowment campaign for
the New Heritage Center

The Society will develop a comprehensive plan, working
with national consultants, for a capital campaign and
cultivating interested parties in the project

Society Programs
AdministralionProgram provid€s supervision, administrationand

6ordinationof all progEms.

Library,,RsearchPrognm @llecls preseilesand povides acssto the

archival, photographicand published history of Montana.

Museum Program @llects, preseNes, and interpretsthe historyof

Montanalhrough its material cullure.

Publications Prcgram promotesthe studyof Montanahistory and

edu€tionthrough lectures, publi€tions and curialum materials.

Education, Outrc8ch, and Int€rprctation:prcvides edu€tional public

prcgramming,interpretation;ove6ighiof national sign prcgrams.

Historic PreseryationProgram administersthe MontanaAntiquitiesAct

and participatesin Federal Historic PBseruationAcl.

The Society has a total of 59.83 HB2 FTE budgetedfor lhe 201 3 biennium,
a r6ductionfrom61.14FTEin2011. 
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Administration Goals
2013 Biennium

Monitor Internal Controls

Increase membership

Enhance information technology and
training

Research Center- Proqram 2
Archives, Library, Photograph Archives

. Provid€referen@and researchseruiesto the public,staft, and other
state agencies

. Preserye,€talogand providea@ssto published,archivaland image
based resourcesthat documentMontana history

' Func{on as the oficial archives for the rccords of the State of Montana

. Ensur€ that the materials documentingthe slate's cultural heritage and
govemmentactions are preseruedand a@ssibleto the public

. The seruiesar€ baseduponpublica@ssto th6 materialswe preserue,
€lalog and make a@ssible.The publicdependson ihe archived
malerialsto dowmentlheir altuEl heritage and provids gov€mment
a@untabilib houghlhelong tem pEseruationof and a@ssto public
resrds. MCA22-9101
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Research Center: WhoWe Serve

. Citizens of the State of Montana
12,000 patrons 75% Montana residents
. Researchers, students K-12 and Higher Ed
. Legislative and legal research
. Professional and amateur historic research
. Documentaries, books, genealogy, water rights
. Number of remote patrons have increased via

telephone, e-mail, internet, written mrrespondence
by 250/o

l7

capitol building, Helena, Montana. DedicationJuly 4, 1902.
MHS R6ea.ch c€nter Photograph Archiv6

I
:,

l

Research Center Program Goals

DeveloD and imDrove the nation's most @mprehensive@llection of research
materidls relatedto the history ofMontanaand the West.

Assistthepublic in thE use and edoymentoflhe @llectionsby Providing .
@urteous,timelv anda6uratecferen@assislanceto researcnereor ail types;
by providingrepioductionsof matqials in the @lleclions;and by providingselect
matenalsto remote users vra IntentoEryloan.

Makethe @llectionsacssibleand usetul to lhe publicihroughproperand
timely affi ssioningand pro€ssing, lhe produclion of apprcPriateelalogs,
inventories and otherfinding aids, and by partcipatlonin diglt€ll €talogs ano
onlinedatabases.

Act as the official archivesfor lho state of Montana,lherebypreseryingand
orovidinqaess to the Demanentre@rds of state and localgovemmentin
Montana-.

Preseruethe @llectionsfor the use and enjoymentof fu ture g€nectionsthrcu gh
proper pro@ssing, handling, storage, security, envtronmental@ntto|s, and
kntrledg6ableappli€tion of preseryatontechnologlesano memooologEs.
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Research Genter
Services Provided

. Pfovidea@ssto te@rds, pholographs,o€l histories, books, maps
and olher materials documenlingthe history of Monlana

. Preseryationand @nseryationof paperremrds, photogEphs,maps,
books. and other matedals

. Reprcduc,tionsof historic photog€phsand othermaterials in the @llections

. Micrcfilm and preserve Montana's newspapets

. Offer public seminars, workshops, and training

. Provid€longtem preseryationand a@ssto digitalaudioandvideo
re@rdingsof Legistalive @mmitteE headngs and fi oordebates.

. Over500,00oHistoric PhotogEphsin MHS'S @lleclion

. 12.000maDs

. 64,000publisheditems

.'l7,000reelsof microflm

. 26,000 linearfeet of archival material
. ( 300 linea.teet ofte@rds= the length ot 1 footballfield)
Our@lldG grcw annualy, on avohF. by aady 15,m tume ad S b.t of archkl 

1a



Research Center:
The Next Biennium

. Develop and improvo tha nation's most comprehensive
mllection of research materials related to tha history of
Monlanaand the west by acquiring colloctions and providing
forthe long{erm cars and preseruation.

. Assist the public in the use of Research Centermllections,
both in-person and remotely, as well as by providing
reproductions of our materials.

. Make the Research Cente/s mllection acc€ssible and ussful
to the public by adding new acquisitionsto the Montana
Shared Catalog, creating mllection inventories and adding
them to the Northwest Digital Archives

. Expand access to sllection via ths internet
These services will benefit all Montana citizens by preserving and
making accessibleth€ircultural heritage
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Museum Program 3

. The Museum Program is responsiblefor the
care, preservation and managementof all of the
Society's art and three-dimensional artifact
collections (historic, ethnographic, and
archeological)

. The Montana HistoricalMuseum is responsible
for the care and preservationof all publicly held,
permanent artwork in the capitol complex

Museum Program Goals
P€sowationof arl and artifaclsheld in trustfortho public by the museum
thrcugh 6llections €rE, @llections management, peseruatjonefforts and
mnserualion projects

Provid€ quality exhibitsand edu€tionalprogEmmingfor slatflideand
national audien@s at Monlana'sMuseum, tha Original Govemo/s Mansion
andthe StateCapitol

Provide a6urale infomationon histori€l and techni€l subj€clsto
individuals, represenialivesof illtuEl orqanizations, govemmental
agencies, th6 €du€iionalemmunity, and many olhe6

Develop and improve ihe museum's p€manenl6llgc.tjon lhrough the
acquisitionof ad and artjfacts appropriateto th€ mission of the Sociely

Prolect and preserye the pemanent artwork in the State Capitol and within
the CapitolComplex

Museum Program
. Provides outreach services pertaining to curatorial,

and collections care and management (lectures,
workshops, guided tours, etc.)

. Plans and produces interpretive permanent,
temporary and traveling exhibitions

. Administers the Original Governods Mansion, an

historic house museum, in Helena
. Provides reference services to the general public,

technical users and other museums and cultural
organizations

. Plans and produces interpretive publications, and
promotional literature for distribution

Museum
Who We Serve

. Approximately 30,000 visitors annually

. Traveling exhibits tour across the state and are viewed
by over 3,000 Montana residents and visitors.

. Annually the museum provides over 1,200 specialized
museum-related requests and services.

. ResearchersandScholars

. Teachers and K-'12 students - including homs school

. HigherEd students

. Museumenthusiasts

. Culturalinstitutions

. General Public



Museum Collections
. Over 50,000 historic artifacts
. Annually receive 500-1,000 new artifacts
. Collections include:

- Native American collection

- Archaeological collection

- Costumes and textiles

- Fine Art Collection

- Charlie M. Russell collection

- Bob Scriver @llection

- Demrative arts and fumishings

- Firaarms @llection

- Pioneer Ranching and Farming collection

Museum: The Next Biennium
. To protect and preserye the permanent artwork in the Capiiol

Complex
. To provide quality educational exhibits and programming for our

statewide and national audiencs at Montana's Museum. the
Original Governols Mansion, and the State Capitol

. The development of traveling exhibits for statewide distribution

. The continued restoration of the historic house museum , the Original
Governods Mansion

. Planning and implementation of services to reach as many
segments ofour audience with a variety of activilies, such as
guided and self{uided tours, lectures, workshops, referenc€
requssts. elc.

Publication Program 4

. Montana The Magazine of Western History
This award-winning magazine has been @ntinuouslypublishedfor60
years; it is th€ state's 'joumal of re@rd"---{he official chroniclerot Montana
history and is the publi€lionthat Montana citizens, policymakers, and
scholaErely on forlh€ history oftheirstate.

. Montana HistoricalSociety Press
- publishes peer-reviewed trade and scholarly books

and is the state's leading academic press. The first
MHS Press book was produced in '1958; the press
currently has 56 books in print.

Museum: The Next Biennium

. Continue to systematically develop and improve the
museum's permanent collection through the acquisition
of art and artifacts appropriate to the mission of the
Society, i.e., items that pertain to the history and culture

of Montana
. To preserve the museum collections for the use and

enjoyment of future
. Regular maintenance of the historic house museum,

Original Governo/s Mansion, and the expansion of our
commitment to artifact conservation.

Publications
,llontana the Magazlne ol'tleslen Hlstory

60 years of @ntnuouspubli€tion
8,200 @pies published each quarter

Subscribersin 50 states and '18 foreign @untd€s
Publish€sagencys annual histori€l €lendar
Pr€sentsannualMerill G. Budingame- K, Ross TooleAward

Montana Historical Society Pcss
Monbna's Leading A@demic Press

Award -winning press

Publishedfi ve books during 20092010
Fiy6 books olannedfor 201 1 bienf,ium
Offe6 int6mshipsin history and publishing

Su@sstu| FundEisingfor press prc.iec,ts

Bring nationally known histodansto Montanafor public programs



Publications Program Goals

. Continue publication and distribution of
Montana The Magazine of Western History

. Distribute45,000 copiesof the magazine
annually

. Continue the operation of the MHS Press

Publications: The Next Biennium

. Continue the publication and quarterly distribution of lhe Magazine
of Western History

. Continue operation of the Montana Histori€l Society Press, the
state's leading scholarly book publishing house

. Works in progress include "l Do'i A Cultural History of Weddings in
Montana

, Montana's Last Besf Barrs, a full-color, large-s€le history of barns
. Charlie's Montana, a comprehensive catalog of ths MHS Chades M.

Russell collection
. Photographichistory of Montana
. Montana Women SDeak: Oral Histoies offhe lreasure Stafe
. Historic cookbook and history of foodways in Montana featuring

research, recipes, and photographsfrom theMHS mllection

3

Education Program 5
Outreach and Interpretation

. Provides Educational Resources

. Educational Public Programs

. Docent Led Tours

. Hands-On History Trunks

. Award Winning Middle SchoolTextbook

. National Register Sign Program

. Conferences and Workshops

. Volunteer Program

Publications
Who We Serve

. Montanans

. Library Patrons

. Society Members

. Teachers-Students

. Researchers/ Historians

. Tourists

. Cultural Institutions

Education

. The state's history and cultural
preservation continue to evolve, hence the
need to provide a wide varietY of
educational experiences to Montanans

. MHS provides trustworthy, highly regarded
resources of history and cultural heritage
to Montanans



Education
. lnterprets history and cultural materials

- FoodockeE,

. Conducts and provides Society-wide educational outreach

. Conducts edu€tional tours and public programs
- TolF of &e Capitol and the Odginal Govemo/s Mansion

. Distributes publications relaled to education
- Montana: Slories ofthe Land and Teacher,s cuide

. Provides curriculum matdrials and r€sources for schools
- Middle School textbook. online leaming hib, wetsbased r€sources

. Conducts seminars, workshops, and training
- Teacfier baining, Hlstory oonfercnce, local ahd county nuseum wo*shops

. Manages the Society's volunteer program

- t46voluntegs provided 6775 houF of seNices dudng 2OlO
. Administers tha National Register Sign program

Education: Who We Serve
. Pre-kindergarten through Senior Citizens

- Teachers

' 365 educators registered on listserv

- TourislsNisitors
.31.224

- Historic Home Owners
' 100 National Reglster sighs

- School Children, including homeschoolers
. 10,000 tertbooks 6,189 Foodocke6 and 635 senior citizens

- Centennial family farm and ranch owners
, 100 families have been acsisted in lhe application process

- Local and county museumsthrough presentations
. 6,287 gardciDants

Education: The Next Biennium
Public Outreach

. Providing a wids variety of educational and entertaining public
programs highlighting diverse topics related to Montana history and
cultural heritaga

. Organizing ths annual Montana Slats History Conference

. Conducting educational lours of the Society, Montana State Capitol,
and Original Govemot's Mansion for both Montana citizens
(individuals and groups) and outd-state visitors

. Producing and distributing educational literature (walking tour
brochurss, capitol self-guided tours, family activity guides, etc.)

. Making local history relevant and a@€ssible in all parts of the state
through the National Register Sign Program, benefiting both loml
residents and out-of-state visitors

Education Program Goals

Continue to:

Provide quality tours that are educational and
engaging to Montana school students at MHS, the

Stata Capitol and Original Governot's Mansion

Provide a quality educational experience for Montana

school students state-wids through "Hands-On

HistoryTrunks'

Pmvids quality historic interpretation, easily

acc€ssibls to the general public, statewide through s
the National Register Sign Program

Education: The Next Biennium
Educators and Students

, Advancing our hands-on history footlocker program
. Promoting the use of our textbook, Mortana: Stoies of the Land, in

classrooms and libraries across the stats
. Facilitating ihe teaching and study of Montana history utilizing web-

based resourcesfor educators and students
. lmplementing place-based education through ths National Register

Sign Program and primary-source learning
. Co-sponsoring Montana National History Oay with MSU-Billings in

an ongoing endeavorto expand this program stalewids
. Conducting educational tours of ths Society, Montana State Capitol,

and Original Govemo/s Mansion
. Organizing and hosting workshops and training svents for educators



Historic Preservation - Proqram 6

. Prcvides:

. flisloric.ndarchaeologi@lsudeys

. Nalional Regisler nomlnalioF for historic pfopedies

. cerlifddod for federal tar dedits

' Pteseryalion grants to local govemmenb

. Consultalio on historic arc'hitecfure and historic building presedalid

. Anliquities database

. Coordinalion wih stale and fedeEl agencies

. Providestechnical supportto Montana Budal Soard

. Coordinalion with tibes

. workshops, seminaF, and outeach prognms on pt€seryaliff €

Historic Preservation Program Goals

Continuesto:

Assist and provide funding support, as available, for stale and lo@l historic
preservatonpojects and initatlves, including suruey and identifi €tion,
brick and mortar restoration, planning, promotion, edu€tion,training, and
interpretation

Maintainand addto statewide inventoryot loctionsof suNeyand of known
re@rded historic and archaeologi€lproperties in Montana (State
AntiquitiesDatabase)

Assist prcpertyowners in €valuating and nominating propertiesto National
Rsgisterof Historiq Pla@s

Historic Preservation Program
Collaboration or Consultation (Cont.)

. Advocacy Groups

. Local Governments

- $97,410 subgmntedto Montana PreseryeAmeri€ @mmunities

. Federal Government
- BLM, USDA,BOR,USFS,FUA,DOE

. Private owners of historic building and sites

. Other lnterested Parties
- P€servafionof signifi €nthistoriq archaeologi€land traditjonalcultuEl

plaes

Historic Preservation Program

. The mission is to preserve our significant
historic, archaeological and traditional cultural

places.

- PromoteleamingoPportunities

- FacilitateF@gnitionof historic properties

- Assistilnersin NationalRegisterof HistoricPlaespro€ss

- Promotethe cultural. social and eonomicbenefitsof historic
preserualon

- Collaboratewith tribal cqltuEl representalives

H istoric Preservation Prog ram
Collaboraiion or Consultation

. State and Local Governments, Consultants
- 15CertifiedLo€lGov€mment

- 1792@mplianePrcj€cts

. TribalGovernments
- TTribal Preservationoffies

. Commercial Historic Property Rehabilitations
- Apprcved$478,720til qedits = $2,393,600investment

. National Register of Historic Places
- 2gproperti€slisted

Historic Preservation Program:
The Next Biennium

. Develoo the 201 3-2Ol 7 state historic preseNalion plan in

consultation with stakeholders and the public

. Expand and drengthen statewide participation in the Certified

Local Govemmenucommunity preservation program

. Incorporate thetiles and services ofthe Site Records Ofiice

into the state historic preservation program

. Populale the newly created state antiquities geo-database

and geographic information system (GlS) with locational

information
. Continue to coordinate with, and assist, state agencies in their

stewardship of Montana's state-owned heritage properlies on

behalf of Montana citizens


